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In teaching post-graduate students to-day certain difficulties have been found in correlating their memories of the pathology of the acute, sub-acute and chronic inflammatory reactions of the mesenchyme with current terminology ; and this difficulty has arisen in connection with the term the " Reticuloses " which has appeared within the last twenty years and has never been clearly defined or accepted generally in the curriculum of the under-graduate teaching of pathology.
In order to clarify the present difficulty, and to understand what is implied if the word reticulosis is to be used at all, it is necessary to consider the history of our knowledge of cellular pathology and of the mesenchymal reactions in particular, and to accept some definitions.
The history of the working out of cellular pathology spreads over only about one hundred years, and it has been carried out by two rather different lines of workers. On the one hand by the clinicians, and on the other by those who were mainly laboratory workers, that is to say the anatomists, pathologists and physiologists. These Metchnikoff also knew that the reacting mesodermal cells were concerned with anti-body formation.
Many workers, including Cohnheim and Metchnikoff used the method of injecting dyes into the circulation in order to study phagocytosis and towards the end of last century Ribbert10 especially made exhaustive studies along this line. In general it was found that many cells of the mesenchyme react to, and absorb dye particles, but that on the whole the reaction is concentrated in the reticulum cells and sinusoidal endothelial cells of the hsemo-and lymphopoietic systems, and in the endothelial sinusoidal cells of certain parenchymatous organs such as the liver and suprarenal glands.
In 1924 Aschoff1 reviewed all this past work and built up the theory that scattered throughout the body, albeit concentrated in some regions, there were cells which constituted a metabolic system and he called it the reticuloendothelial system because the cells were mainly those found in the reticulum of glands and spleen or were the endothelial cells of capillary channels. It is in association with this idea of a reticulo-endothelial system arising from embryonic mesenchymal reticulum that the word reticulosis has emerged.
It is necessary here to say something of the origin of the word reticulum.
In 1838 it meant the omentum, but magma reticulare was used by embryologists to describe the part of the mesoderm which condenses in a network of undifferentiated cells around the primitive gut, and from which all the vascular and lymphatic tissues are believed to arise. Later Hertwig called this layer the mesenchyme, or middle infusion, to distinguish it from the rest of the embryonic mesoderm. 
